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Introduction

Taiwan puts in a lot of effort and importance towards promoting English education.
Students start to learn this language since elementary school. However, the students’ English
proficiency is far from expectation (Pan, 2013). Is the NEST-based English teaching the
answer to a better English learning? This study tries to bring this hypothesis up to the center
of discussion.

The Taipei Municipal Taoyuan Elementary School (hereafter referred to as Taoyuan E.S.)
was chosen because there are three issues involved if we look into the fact: (1) The school’s
resources are limited and the school is forced to be more inventive facing teaching; (2) The
students are keen on English learning even for the “English remedial instruction program”
(ying yu bu jiu jiao xue)*; and (3) The school should design a creative English curriculum to
respond to students’ need.

This school was founded in the Beitou district of Taipei? on July 1%, 1973. It enrolls
about 300 students, approximately two classes each from grades 1 to 6. This situation makes
the school to be currently rated as a school where the number of students is decreasing. In
other words, the school can be said to be in a struggling position against a worse possibility:
Some families try to send their children to other schools out of the schooling boundary.

A mile away from the school, the Taipei Municipal Wenhua Elementary School (tai bei
shi li wen hua guo xiao) is well-known in the Beitou district for its English gifted program.
Despite the uneven footing, Taoyuan E.S. is usually compared to Wenhua E.S. by the
inhabitants of the neighboring area. For English teaching, Wenhua E.S. can utilize a large
scale of the school’s and particularly parents’ resources for the NEST-based English teaching
(Chen C., 2006).3 This makes a difference.

Regarding Taoyuan’s teaching resources, the school library has about more than hundred
original English books, representing K-4 level, based on the American standard. This reading
collection isn’t big, but can fully support the students’ needs. The school has three English
teachers and they all have qualifications in English teaching. The school offers the morning
time before the start of a school day for “English remedial instruction program.” Advantage of
this program is that it consists of a very small group or even one-on-one basis.

The school’s experimental English immersion program was born on the idea to improve
students’ English ability by creating immersed environment and increasing language exposure.
Under this program, there are two native English-speaking students (girls) to come to the
school, respectively one every semester. Their role is likely what NESTs will play.
Functionally, they are considered as NESTSs in this research. The terminology “NESTs” will

! It is a program widely used in Taiwan to improve student’s English proficiency.

2 There are 12 districts in Taipei. A district is an administrative division under the Taipei City Government,
which is equivalent to the “borough” in London or the “arrondissement” in Paris. Population in Taipei is about
2.6 million. Beitou is the northernmost district of Taipei and has one tenth of the city’s population and 17
municipal elementary schools.

® The Wenhua E.S. hires the NESTs through a private agency and sets up an array of assisting measures to
incorporate the NESTSs into the school’s curriculum panel, administration, culture and campus life.
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be used in this research to simply and easily indicate the two foreign students.

In addition of their role of NEST, a kind of sisterhood is involved due to their high
similarity with the backgrounds of the local students: They are both students. The local
students actually call them as “foreign big sisters” (wai guo da jie jie).

These “foreign big sisters” are all exchange students and were introduced by the channel
of a non-profit organization. Each student stays at the school for about two months. The first
student comes from USA and the second from New Zealand. They are currently in university
and wish to explore Taiwan in a deeper way through this productive style and taking the
advantage to learn Mandarin.

The “foreign big sisters” are a part of each English class. Their job is to take care of one
specific topic or to help in storytelling, such as introducing their country, culture and daily life
routine. They behaved naturally with the Communicative Approach. This means they spoke in
English and requested (encouraged) the local students to answer and also interact in English,
of course. This approach focuses on learning the language skills through conversational
practice with a native English speaker. The local students have to force themselves by making
efforts to speak in English.

Furthermore, the “foreign big sisters” teach animatedly, using options such as games,
pictures, stuffed animals, white boards and so on to help students familiarize with English.
Those guest teachers and the local students can engage in role play and proceed with an
interactive dialogue. The local students are also requested to do a show and tell in English as a
feedback practicing strategy. After class, they usually stay at the Guidance Office. Local
students are free and welcome to talk to them, even in Mandarin.

The role of the school teachers is to assist in different ways to bridge the interaction
between the students and foreign guest teachers. They sit aside and intervene as an interpreter
or helper. The objective is to make the English learning in a pedagogy based on a “team
teaching™ (ying yu xie tong jiao xu, same as the co-teaching) setting of NEST and local
teacher. The team teaching model is becoming more familiar for elementary schools in
Taiwan, and the study of Tsai (2007) concluded that this model could be mutually beneficiary
between teachers of different culture if some conditions were converged.

The author has been a long part-time volunteer at Taoyuan E.S. for the English remedial
instruction program, based on his native English-speaking background. Observing the school
for a long period of time, the author was impressed by the students’ motivation vis-a-vis
English but also by the teachers’ passion for this language, despite a small scale aspect on
school basis. The students really enjoy attending English class, although some of them need
extra help to gear up their English ability. The immersion program can be seen as an effort
from the school in response to the students’ affection towards English learning. The author
has joined this immersed program in the second semester of the 2013-2014 school year. This

* The team teaching generally refers to a teaching method conducted by a native speaker of English and a
non-native speaker of English, both of whom a teacher team to teach English as foreign language to leaners
whose native language is not English. (see Chen, S., 2009)
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is the origin of this empirical research.

This experimental English immersion program was brought to the study because of its
flexible and non-government regulated and funded profile. Students can feel free to reply to
our research without pressure or any other considerations.

The purpose of this study focuses on the students’ attitude and feedback after their first
ever contact with the NEST-based English teaching, as well as their perception of the team
teaching (or co-teaching) model and their involvement pattern in the shifting of teaching
models. The effectiveness identified on the program will lay down a framework for
subsequent and further analysis on students’ English learning curve. The results, therefore,
can be taken into account of the schools’ holistic curriculum plan, prior to applying for the
formal and government funded NEST-based English teaching in the future. That is what the
research is meant for.

The survey applied to this research work is in the form of questionnaire. The sample
consisted of 130 students who attended the program in the school from grades 1 to 6. Data
collected were performed and analyzed by AMOS under the Path Analysis to bridge the
causal relationship between variables.

Theoretical Backgrounds

In Taiwan, English has become a necessity (Wu, 2009). English education therefore
remains an issue constantly concerned by the parents and educational groups of the country.

Under the consensus of parents and municipal educational decision-making authority, the
English learning curriculum was built and applied to all elementary schools in Taipei (capital
and biggest metropolitan city in Taiwan) from grade 1 since 2002 (Department of Education
of Taipei City [DETC], 2010)°. The rational of this English curriculum is based on the most
effective utilization of the students’ “critical period” in language learning (Chen A., 2013).
The native English-speaking teachers were also incorporated into the country’s public
education system by the Ministry of Education under its “foreign English teacher recruitment
program” (yin jin ying yu wai shi zhuan an) since 2004. The NESTs were recruited to
strengthen the immersed English teaching edge on behalf of globalization and enhancing the
competitiveness towards Taiwan’s education.

In Hong Kong, studies conducted by Ma (2012) showed interesting outcomes. The
advantages and disadvantages of native and non-native English-speaking teachers are
empirically compared there. The perceived advantages of NEST are their excellent English
proficiency and ability to facilitate student’s learning. However, the disadvantages of foreign
teachers can be reversed to become the advantages for local teachers. Data collected in Hong
Kong reveal that some students experience anxiety when encountering NESTs and tend to
prefer certain teaching styles. This study could have significant implications for what we have
done in this research. Is there the commonality for students in Taiwan regarding (1)

> The elementary education is under the jurisdiction of municipality.
No.4 July 2015 | 8
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perception of NEST-based English teaching and (2) preference of another learning model for
English while the NEST teaches at classroom?

In Taiwan and many other countries whose national language isn’t English, the
employment of NESTs into the public schools remains controversial (Madrid & Canado,
2004; Luo, 2007). The majority of Taiwanese parents and students think that NESTs can
effectively help to improve English teaching, compared to the local English teachers’
non-native speaking handicap (Chen C., 2006). A 3-year long survey done at the National
Experimental High School at Hsinchu Science Park [NEHS] falls first into the same
conclusion (NEHS, 1999). The thesis was proven again by an empirical study done in
Hsinchu which was the first city in hiring its own NESTS for all the public elementary schools
since 2001, and also in Kaohsiung City and other areas such as Nantou and Changhua
counties (Lin & Chien, 2003; Chai, 2007; Chen & Cheng, 2010; Chiang, 2012).

This is why the English cram schools in Taiwan also heavily promote the employment of
NESTSs to attract their customers, and this works very well and even becomes a necessary part.
The board of education and public schools tries to catch up with this gap, aligning to what the
private sector does. The reality shows that the NESTSs hired by the Ministry of Education or
local governments are largely under demand®.

In Taiwan, the commonplace in elementary schools’ English teaching is that the regular
class-time is insufficient for learning this language well. This is why the local teachers prefer
to teach English using Chinese [Mandarin] in order to “play safe” (Lin, 2007), and obviously
to be time-efficient. That may also be one of the reasons why the students go to the English
cram schools to have more language exposure by extra learning or multiple reviews.

According to the municipal guidelines of elementary English language teaching and
learning published by the Taipei City Government, the curriculum should include not only
listening, speaking, reading and writing, but also integration (ability), affection and culture
(DETC, 2010). These two last indexes refer to the importance of linguistic and cultural
immersion for learning a foreign language.

The NESTs are not always the solution because “ownership of language is not
necessarily equal to language competence” (Wu, 2009). The other considerations regarding
NEST include high payment cost, teacher qualification and the adaptation to the local living
and teaching environment. Moreover, there may even be potential conflict between the local
teachers and NESTSs, resulting in adverse competition (Chen C., 2006), and a bilateral
“collaborative inquiry community” (Nurul, 2011) in the school setting is thus proposed.
Besides, English teaching methods with regards to the non-English speakers such as “English
as a foreign language” (EFL), “English as an additional language” (EAL) or “English to

® The statistics show that in 2012, the [Taiwanese] Ministry of Education (MOE) disbursed about 90 million NT
Dollars [equivalent to 3 million USD] to assist local governments to hire around 100 NESTSs for the junior high
and elementary schools under its “foreign English teacher recruitment program” for English team teaching (or
English co-teaching). From 2004 to 2012, the MOE has spent in total 600 million NT Dollars [20 million USD]

to hire 534 NESTs/per contract (Huang, 2012).
9| U —O—HFEA
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speakers of other languages” (ESOL)’ involves many factors to succeed, not just depending
on the NESTs and their “standard English” (Moussu & Llurda, 2008).

The first modern language immersion program appeared in French-speaking Quebec,
Canada for English-speaking children in 1965 (Chen Y., 2006). Nowadays, the immersed
pedagogy has developed in many types of patterns such as “two-way immersion,”
“transitional immersion,” “English as a second language,” “maintenance bilingual education,”
“structured immersion” and “submersion.”® Based on these pedagogies, the main idea is to
create an immersed environment or simulation to allow students to naturally learn an
additional language. The immersed status is defined as a “complete involvement in some
activity or interest” and more specifically to the pedagogy as “a method of learning a foreign
language by being taught entirely in that language.”®

Immersion schools in Canada are successful models for creating a suitable learning
environment for the second language (Lin, 2007). This model is commonly used in Canadian
public schools (equivalent to the elementary school in Taiwan). Canada is a multicultural
country with English-speaking and French-speaking population backgrounds. In provinces
such as Ontario where the English is the dominant language, the French immersion program
is open to elementary students starting grade 4. The French immersion model does not shape
students to be a French native speaker due to the English dominance in everyday life.
However, it is a viable second language learning pedagogy.

In Taiwan, language immersion programs for young children have occurred for more
than a decade, following the research findings to prove that students can achieve high levels
of proficiency through the program in their second language, paralleling their native one (L1)
(Chen Y., 2006). For Taoyuan E.S., its rationality of immersion program was based upon the
concept that a student’s learning curve towards a foreign language could be increased by
experiencing communication with a native speaker. The intensity of exposure to English and
communicative input-output context reflect to what “two-way immersion” is setting for.

The “two-way immersion” aims to promote learning languages and cultures between
non-English native students and English native students. The goal is to provide a bilingual
environment, enabling the non-English students to raise their level of English proficiency and
to manipulate this language for academic purposes without reducing or replacing the
dominance (skill) of the students’ native language (Christian, 1996), and this has been proven
empirically (Rhodes, 2014). It’s about a process of ‘“second language acquisition” [vs.
mainstream language] (Valdes, 2004). In addition, this model tries to assist students for
“cross-cultural attitudes” (Christian, 1996). That is what the guest students can definitively
gain feedback from local students on this platform.

" EFL is to describe the use of English in a non-English-speaking region. EAL and ESOL have both spread as a
response to the “English as a Second Language” (ESL) which describe English instruction taking place in a
primarily English-speaking country. The use of those terms is usually mixed up in Taiwan and the ESL may be
not a suitable English learning model under the Taiwanese condition.

® Retrieved from http:/ejee.ncu.edu.tw/committe/02-1su.htm.

® Retrieved from http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/immersion.

No.4 July 2015 | 10
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Usually, the “two-way immersion” is applied to the main subject course, meaning that
the students will take advantage not only of linguistic exposure but also of academic
achievement (Christian, 1996). The benefit will be converged and it facilitates the
development of basic and advanced literacy both in the L1 and English (Christian, 1996). Due
to the constraints of budget and human resources, the “two-way immersion” pedagogy
applied at the Taoyuan E.S. was nevertheless limited on the scope of language learning and
cross-cultural exchange. It is merely an add-on in the normal English classes which are twice
a week for every grade at school.

Methodology

This research was proceeded with the Path Analysis which has been proposed by Sewall
Wright in 1921. Path Analysis is a method for explicitly formulating theories, and attaching
guantitative estimates to causal effects thought to exist on a priori grounds. The main
advantage of Path Analysis lies in its ability to bridge the often-observed gap between theory
and observation.

Wolfle (1980) noted that the Path Analysis was introduced into the educational literature
during the late 1970s and applied to the substantive analysis of the cause and consequences of
educational attainment. Thom (1983) later added that the Path Analysis is very effective for
conceptualizing research and for linking theory and the “real world,” though its technique was
recently used to the educational research. The Taiwanese scholars, Chen & Wang (2012), join
their Western colleagues to make a further step that the Path Analysis shows as well the
extension of recession on top of the relations between cause and consequences.

Path Analysis is thus more favorable than ordinary regression methods because it
concurrently performs multiple regression analysis while it produces an overall assessment of
the model’s fit, usually based on a chi square statistic. These all inspire the methodology of
our study.

The questionnaire survey used in our study was done with 130 samples collected in
2014. The samples collected cover the students from grade 1 to 6, representing a class per
grade. For the lower graders, they have certain difficulties to read the questionnaire, so the
teachers help read the questionnaire and collect the answers. There are 20 questions in total
which can be regrouped into 5 main dimensions as this essay mentioned later.

Regarding the questionnaire survey, the first step to perform is to analyze the internal
consistency of the sample by checking the reliability of our data. Then, the exploratory factor
analysis of each construct was carried out using the “Maximum Likelihood Estimation” via
the VARIMAX (orthogonal rotation) method, and items with factors reading below 0.3
eliminated.

Reliability refers to the consistency of results when the research object has been
repeatedly measured. Reliability is wusually measured using Cronbach’s alpha (o)
methodology, which is based on internal consistency. Cronbach’s alpha measures the average

11 | Uil —O—HFEEH
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of measurable items and its correlation, and if the result is generally above 0.5, it is
considered to be strongly reliable.

As for the research methodology, the Path Analysis is referred to statistics to
demonstrate the analysis by modeling the relations between variables. The method is
composed of series of regression analysis to set up a structural modeling. Meanwhile, the Path
Analysis can be processed by “Structural Equation Modeling” (SEM) approach. SEM has
evolved into a mature and popular methodology to investigate theory-derived structure/causal
hypothesis (Mueller & Hancock, 2008). Indeed, with the continued development of SEM
software package such as AMOS, Path Analysis and more general SEM have led to a
simultaneous sophistication and ease of use in applications. This is what our data will be
performed through.

Besides, this research model cross-validates causal effects in relation from one
dimension to another. That is to say, if one variable affiliated a dimension which has a causal
bearing on another which belongs to another dimension, then a correlation should be observed
from the data between dimensions. This method applied to our study therefore figures out not
only a model of causal relations for degree among measured variables under dimensions, but
also the pattern of model shifting between the local teacher’s English teaching and the
NEST-based English teaching. This shifting pattern would give a self-explanation about the
issue of controlled and experimental groups.

In the first dimension, “students’ perception of English learning,” is said to be the cause,
while the “students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTSs,” is said to be affected.
When the “students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTS,” becomes a cause, the
next dimension “learning evaluation towards NESTs by students,” is affected. When the
“learning evaluation towards NESTSs by students,” is the cause, the arrow points to “students’
view on local teachers’ English teaching” as affected. These relations continue until the
dimension “students’ view on local teachers’ English teaching” is said to be causal which
affects the “students’ self-evaluation on their own learning.”

The modeling in the Path Analysis resulted in a positive correlation between the two
related variables. Nevertheless, on the actual modeling, the extent of variation can be affected
by factors which are outside of the model and appears as errors. The influence of random
variables will be processed by the model of measurement error. This error is subjected to
other academic discussion and this research will not take it into account.

Based on the mentioned model conceptualization by dimensions, the research
approaches as far as it concerns that Path Analysis will build up over the model structural.
This structure can linearly manifest the connecting and influential values of pi, gt, fn, fm and
Sk between variables in order to construct a solid “data-model fit assessment” (Mueller &
Hancock, 2008) under the Path Analysis. The whole model can be shown as follows:

No.4 July 2015 | 12
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Students' perception of English learning

Students' attitude towards

teaching performance by NESTs

Learning evaluation towards NESTs by
students

Students' view on local teachers’ English
teaching

Students' self-evaluation on their own
learning

Feedback

o7

13 | Uy —O—HFEEH



PO > 5 4 HA
Results

This research started with the collection of the original data. The basic analysis was
proceeded for number of samples, mean, median, mode, standard deviation, variance,
minimum and maximum preference intensities and confidence level (see Table 1).

On the 130 samples collected, the mean conducted is 3.468 as the overall average of
voices given. The median and mode both achieves a 3. In other words, the majority of
students ticked the 3 on the questionnaire to answer their preference intensity. The intervals of
intensity go from 1 to 5 for extreme dissatisfaction and extreme satisfaction. 3 is located in
the middle of this spectrum, representing a normal level. On the data’s discrete level, the
standard deviation refers to 1.222 and variance of 1.495. The distance between standard
deviation and average is around 1 on the level of discreteness. This is small on the standard
deviation’s numerical evaluation.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics

Number of samples 130
Mean 3.468
Median 3
Mode 3
Standard deviation 1.222
Variance 1.495
Minimum preference 1
Maximum preference 5
Confidence level (95%) 0.210

After eliminating measurement items that lowers the overall reliability, the analysis of
each factor performed produced the following results: The value of reliability on these 5
dimensions goes respectively to 0.640, 0.830, 0.714, 0.437 and 0.520. As it can be observed,
the overall index is 0.856 (> 0.7) and this indicates the reliability of the questionnaire. Then,
this research proceeds with the analysis on 5 main dimensions, including “students’
perception of English learning,” “students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTSs,”
“learning evaluation towards NESTs by students,” “students’ view on local teachers’ English
teaching” and “students’ self-evaluation on their own learning.” This can be understood that
the value of 0.5 on the Cronbach’s alpha reveals a higher level of reliability while the value of
0.3 is the minimum level. What is within these two ends are reliable as intervals.

Among the 5 values of reliability mentioned earlier, only “students’ view on local
teachers’ English teaching” falls within 0.3 and 0.5, which stops on 0.437. This is a bit lower
but surely reliable despite all the others are over 0.5. The reason why this situation appears is
to say that some students hesitate about the shifting of English teaching model thought

No.4 July 2015 | 14
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students are positive to the local teacher’s English teaching model, based on the other values
reaching the comfortable levels of 0.640, 0.830, 0.714 and 0.520.

To sum up, the overall of specific values of these 5 dimensions achieves 0.856, as we
indicated earlier. The reliability of the questionnaire is no doubt very well confirmed and it
can be applied to survey the targeted subject (see Table 2).

Table 2. Questionnaire

. ) . Standard ] Cronbach’s
Dimension Variable Mean o Variance
deviation a (alpha)

Importance of English

Speaking is the most
difficult to learn
Pronouncing is the most

Students’ e
. difficult to learn
perception of 3.150 0.513 0.263 0.640

_ i Writing is the most
English learning difficult to learn

Reading is the most
difficult to learn
Listening is the most
difficult to learn

Preference for the way
NESTSs teach

Preference for English
after class with NESTSs

Students’ Motivation to learn
attitude towards | English after class with
teaching NESTSs 3.750 0.242 0.059 0.830
performance by | Progress of English
NESTSs ability after class with
NESTs

Preference for adding
more class-time in favor

of NESTs
Learning Willingness to speak
evaluation English after class with 3.510 0.192 0.037 0.714

towards NESTs | NESTs
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by students Interest-rising for English
after class with NESTSs
Willingness to practice

English conversation after
class with NESTs

Preference for English
class coordinated with
NESTSs and local teachers
Preference for the way 3.410 0.583 0.340 0.437
local teachers teach
Preference for the fully
English class

Students’ view
on local
teachers’
English teaching

Willingness to practice
English after school
Students’ Importance to practice
self-evaluation | English with someone’s

. 3.520 0.169 0.029 0.520
on their own company
learning Importance to take the
English remedial
instruction program
Overall Based on the above 5
: . 3.468 1.222 1.495 0.856
assessment dimensions

This research thus focuses on 5 linear dimensions summed up from our 20 questions on
the questionnaire which are “students’ perception of English learning,” “students’ attitude
towards teaching performance by NESTs,” “learning evaluation towards NESTs by students,”
“students’ view on local teachers’ English teaching” and “students’ self-evaluation on their
own learning.” Those 5 steps have constituted an analysis framework based on the Path
Analysis, which is shown below as a flow chart:
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Students' perception of English learning &=
Students' attitude towards
teaching performance by NESTs
Learning evaluation towards NESTs by
students Feedback

Students' view on local teachers’ English
teaching

Students' self-evaluation

on their own learning

Based on the flow chart above constructed, the results performed by the Path Analysis
and calculations through AMOS will be as follows:

(A) The correlation coefficient comes up to 0.474 and its squared value reveals 0.224 between
“students’ perception of English learning” and “students’ attitude towards teaching
performance by NESTs.” This determines that the variance of the first dimension over the
second reaches 22.4%. As for part of the unexplainable variability (coefficient of
discreteness), it is 1-R? and its square root (1-0.186) equals 81.4%. Furthermore, the
standardized regression coefficient regarding “students’ perception of English learning”
and “students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTs” is 0.468 (t = 5.276, p =
0.000 < 0.05) which the p-value measures up significantly to a level of less than 0.05. This
concludes that “importance of English,” which is a variable issued from ‘“students’
perception of English learning,” disposes significant influence towards “students’ attitude
towards teaching performance by NESTSs.” In short, NESTs can be a good support in this
regard. The statistics are shown in table 3.

Table 3. Regression statistics between “students’ perception of English learning” and

“students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTs”

17 | U —O—HFEEH



PR 0 5 4 1

Coefficient Standard error T-statistic P-value
Intercept 2.115 0.472 4.474 0.000**
Bin 0.468 0.088 5.276 0.000**
Biz -0.143 0.089 -1.600 0.112
Pis 0.117 0.078 1.502 0.136
Bia -0.016 0.067 -0.250 0.803
Pis 0.030 0.093 0.324 0.746
Pis -0.002 0.073 -0.029 0.977

** shows the significance at the level of o < 0.05.

(B) The correlation coefficient comes up to 0.707 and its squared value reveals 0.501 between
“students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTs” and “learning evaluation
towards NESTSs by students.” This determines that the variance of the first dimension over
the second reaches 50.1%. As for part of the unexplainable variability, the square root
(1-0.480) is equal to 52.0%. Furthermore, the standardized regression coefficient
regarding “students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTs” and “learning
evaluation towards NESTs by students” is 0.349 (t = 4.319, p = 0.000 < 0.05), 0.149 (t =
2.021, p = 0.045 < 0.05) and 0.182 (t = 2.739, p = 0.007 < 0.05) which the p-value
measures up significantly to a level of less than 0.05. This concludes that “preference for
the way NESTs teach,” “motivation to learn English after class with NESTs” and
“preference for adding more class-time in favor of NESTs,” which are variables issued
from “students’ attitude towards teaching performance by NESTSs,” dispose significant
influence with regards to “learning evaluation towards NESTs by students.” In other
words, NESTs are an encouraging factor. Unfortunately, one of leading variables -
progress of English ability after class with NESTSs - cannot be detected in the survey. The
statistics are shown in table 4.

Table 4. Regression statistics between “students’ attitude towards teaching performance by
NESTS” and “learning evaluation towards NESTSs by students”

Coefficient Standard error T-statistic P-value
Intercept 0.641 0.306 2.093 0.038**
Pu 0.349 0.081 4.319 0.000**
P 0.165 0.088 1.876 0.063
B3 0.149 0.074 2.021 0.045**
P 0.009 0.080 0.108 0.914
Prs 0.182 0.066 2.739 0.007**

** shows the significance at the level of o < 0.05.
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(C) The correlation coefficient comes up to 0.572 and its squared value reveals 0.327 between
“learning evaluation towards NESTSs by students” and “students’ view on local teachers’
English teaching.” This determines that the variance of the first dimension over the second
reaches 32.7%. As for part of the unexplainable variability, the square root (1-0.311) is
equal to 68.9%. Furthermore, the standardized regression coefficient regarding “learning
evaluation towards NESTs by students” and “students’ view on local teachers’ English
teaching” is 0.587 (t = 5.746, p = 0.000 < 0.05), 0.212 (t = 2.409, p = 0.017 < 0.05) and
0.153 (t = 2.078, p = 0.040 < 0.05) which the p-value measures up significantly to a level
of less than 0.05. This concludes that “willingness to speak English after class with
NESTSs,” “interest-rising for English after class with NESTs” and “willingness to practice
English conversation after class with NESTs,” which are variables issued from “learning
evaluation towards NESTs by students,” dispose significant influence with regards to
“students’ view on local teachers’ English teaching.” In other words, there are boosting
effects towards “learning evaluation towards NESTs by students” because all its related
variables are articulated by students. The statistics are shown in table 5.

Table 5. Regression statistics between “learning evaluation towards NESTs by students” and
“students’ view on local teachers’ English teaching”

Coefficient Standard error T-statistic P-value
Intercept -0.160 0.462 -0.345 0.730
1 0.587 0.102 5.746 0.000**
P2 0.212 0.088 2.409 0.017**
B3 0.153 0.074 2.078 0.040**

** shows the significance at the level of o < 0.05.

(D) The correlation coefficient comes up to 0.559 and its squared value reveals 0.313 between
“students’ view on local teachers’ English teaching” and “students’ self-evaluation on their
own learning.” This determines that the variance of the first dimension over the second
reaches 31.3%. As for part of the unexplainable variability, the square root (1-0.297) is
equal to 70.3%. Furthermore, the standardized regression coefficient regarding “students’
view on local teachers’ English teaching” and “students’ self-evaluation on their own
learning” is 0.270 (t = 3.341, p = 0.001 < 0.05) and 0.245 (t = 3.385, p = 0.001 < 0.05)
which the p-value measures up significantly to a level of less than 0.05. This concludes
that “preference for English class coordinated with NESTs and local teachers” and
“preference for the way local teachers teach,” which are variables issued from “students’
view on local teachers’ English teaching,” dispose significant influence with regards to
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“students’ self-evaluation on their own learning.” In short, the students remain accustomed
to learn English through Chinese. The statistics are shown in table 6.

Table 6. Regression statistics between “students’ view on local teachers’ English teaching”
and “students’ self-evaluation on their own learning”

Coefficient Standard error T-statistic P-value
Intercept 1.542 0.307 5.019 0.000**
Pm1 0.270 0.081 3.341 0.001**
Pm2 0.245 0.072 3.385 0.001**
Pm3 0.053 0.082 0.654 0.514

** shows the significance at the level of o < 0.05.

(E) On the feedback process, the correlation coefficient comes up to 0.336 and its squared
value reveals 0.113 between “students’ self-evaluation on their own learning” and
“students’ perception of English learning.” This determines that the variance of the first
dimension over the second reaches 11.3%. As for part of the unexplainable variability, the
square root (1-0.09) is equal to 91%. Furthermore, the standardized regression coefficient
regarding “students’ self-evaluation on their own learning” and “students’ perception of
English learning” is 0.333 (t = 3.134, p = 0.002 < 0.05) which the p-value measures up
once more to a significant level of less than 0.05. This concludes that “importance to take
the English remedial instruction program,” which is a variable issued from “students’
self-evaluation on their own learning,” disposes significant influence with regards to
“students’ perception of English learning.” In other words, the impact of “students’
self-evaluation on their own learning” keeps the repercussion on the importance of
English learning recognized by students themselves over “students’ perception of English
learning.” The statistics are shown in table 7.

Table 7. Regression statistics between “students’ self-evaluation on their own learning” and

“students’ perception of English learning”

Coefficient Standard error T-statistic P-value

Intercept 1.592 0.477 3.338 0.001

P 0.108 0.107 1.015 0.311

P2 0.029 0.089 0.329 0.742
Pz 0.333 0.106 3.134 0.002**

** shows the significance at the level of o < 0.05.

No.4 July 2015 | 20



HERMIEE) R RE e LM IR N Z (8 2= 5T

Conclusion

This experimental English immersion program is a very unique case to study. It

demonstrates the school’s struggle for English teaching and learning among elementary
schools in the greater Taipei City.

The characteristic of this program reveals that it is (1) restrained in resources; (2)

creative by means of native English-speaking guest students in fully place of NESTSs; and (3)
flexible and non-government funded. Our research through the Path Analysis was firmly
supported by statistics. This empirical study received the results of effects due to placements
and functions of NESTSs. These effects can be confirmed by the following aspects:

1)

@)

3)

Higher awareness towards the importance of English: This awareness is fundamental in
our survey and for further studies. Data show that the students think “English is important
and English teaching hours should increase in favor of NESTs.” Moreover, they would
like to practice English conversation skills from what they have learned in the NEST’s
class. There is a hint that the school may extend the overall English learning time, on top
of the statutory 2 hours a week. This awareness reveals that students consider English
learning as a useful and interesting matter. That is also why the students pay attention to
the “remedial program” and are willing to take it. The school should make a determined
effort to deal with this serious need from this point onwards.

Higher interest in English learning: The students express in the survey their growing
preference for English after having been taught by NESTs. The students have become
more committed towards English. It is obvious that the students’ learning behavior reflects
on their willingness to spend more time with NESTs. However, the students are unfamiliar
with the fully English teaching style since the related variable was not completely
demonstrated in the survey. They need Chinese assistance from the local teachers; the
co-teaching (or team teaching) model with the dual teachers (NEST and local teacher) is
absolutely required, particularly for lower grades. That means students’ preference for
NESTs and need for co-teaching are vertically parallel and horizontally interconnected.
The important point to note here is that it is an outstanding and actual phenomenon and it
will be a key issue that the school (or the other schools) should take into account for
future programs.

Higher confidence in practicing English: Facing the difficulties (speaking, pronouncing,
writing, reading and listening) to learn English, the students haven’t indicated in the data
which part(s) will be the main hurdle(s), according to the survey. We believe that these
can be more or less difficulties for the students because English isn’t their native language.
Actually, they take advantage of the multilingual (Chinese and English) converged
learning benefit. The NESTs can be helpful in this program due to their native speaking
competence. By overcoming the learning difficulties, the students could enter a process of
confidence building through the view that is expressed in the survey about willing to
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spend more time practicing English by themselves, even out of classroom. This
confidence was also built through the NEST’s native speaker-based effects and the oral
communicative approaches. But in the survey, the leading variable regarding “progress of
English ability after class with NESTs” cannot be sufficiently notified, meaning that the
growth of English learning ability remains unapparent while the awareness, interest and
confidence are increasing.

(4) Adaptation needed towards the new teaching model: In this case, the NESTs look at the
students as “fellow schoolmates™” because of their student backgrounds. Local students
don’t consider them as “real teachers.” Facing them, the students’ learning anxiety
vis-a-vis a foreign and unfamiliar language is nevertheless reduced. This can be seen as a
sign of expression of preference towards English learning. However, the reduction process
will only occur under the simultaneous presence of a local teacher. As we discussed earlier,
the co-teaching model is required. Otherwise, the learning anxiety increases with the
feeling of insecurity. The situation is highly similar to what Ma (2012) has found in her
study “Advantages and disadvantages of native- and Nonnative- English-speaking
teachers: Students perceptions in Hong Kong.” Is there trans-national common pattern for
the Chinese background students in English learning behavior? It raises an issue beyond
our study and deserves further attention.

To conclude, the program is productive because students’ mentality towards English
learning is turning. This evolution is thus shown on their consolidating motivation and
willingness. NESTs are appreciated by students. This pattern will not be exclusive from
Taoyuan E.S. but may likely occur in other elementary schools. However, there isn’t an
apparent voice being given to confirm the substantive attainment on English ability under this
experimental immersion program. It reveals significantly that:

(1) The model of NEST-based English immersion program is well accepted by the students
and they actually enjoy it, but only through the co-teaching condition;

(2) The mother tongue (L1) can well assist to learn an unfamiliar second (foreign) language
(L2) on the NEST-based immersed second language acquisition setting; but

(3) It requires a longer time to detect outstanding progress of the “mother tongue-assisted
language learning” (L2) under the dual circumstance at actual Taiwanese elementary
school.
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Experimental English Immersion Program: A Case Study on Taipei
Municipal Taoyuan Elementary School

Laurence Jiang~ Yu-Fen Lin™

Abstract

This empirical study aims to assess the learning attitude and feedback by the students’ first
ever contact with the “native English-speaking teacher” (NEST)-based English teaching. The
findings in this study can be taken into account by the schools which wish to apply for the
formal and public funded NEST-based English teaching program in the future. The case study
is regarding the Taipei Municipal Taoyuan Elementary School (tai bei shi li tao yuan guo xiao)
which overcomes the struggles in innovation for its English curriculum by creating its first
ever NEST-based experimental English immersion program. Data generated from the
questionnaire were collected throughout 130 students attending the program. Survey data
were performed by Path Analysis for causal relations through AMOS. The results show the
effects of the NEST-based teaching which in turn illustrate the aspects of (1) higher awareness
towards the importance of English; (2) higher interest in English learning; and (3) higher
confidence in practicing English, besides (4) the phenomenon of adaptation needed towards
the new teaching model. This study concluded: (1) the students accept and enjoy this kind of
NEST-based English program, but only through the co-teaching model; (2) no significant
perception was identified on the leading variable regarding students’ progress of English
ability under this program; (3) it is to say that the native language (L1) can assist the English
(L2) learning process even for the NEST-based immersed model; but (4) the English learning
curve can only be fully identified by a longer observation when there are indications of
significant progress in the L2 sector under such setting of mother tongue-assisted language
learning.

Keywords: English teaching, English learning, NEST(s), immersion, Taoyuan E.S.
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A Pre-Research with The Women’ s Education in Liji-NeiZe

Yu ,Wen-Hsun”

Abstract

In this paper, the author tries to research the women’s education in ancient traditional society
by literature describing in Li Ji-Neize and other relevant information. Women were educated
in their childhood, teenage and finished the education at marriage ceremony in traditional
Chinese family. In this paper, author hopes to learn how the ancient tradition of upbringing
daughter at home and made them the perfect for women and families to assume all the duties.
Women would be housewives by family education in ancient society. Although it was a
patriarchal society, men and women took each their responsibilities inside and outside family
affair. Therefore, the family function will be maintained in peace and balance.

Key word : Liji,Neize , The women’s education , Responsibilities, The family function

“ Lecturer, Chihlee University of Technology
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Confucius Political Experiences and Teaching

Chinmu Ko”

Abstract

Confucius, as a political motivated figure, devoted his whole life to the practices of his
political philosophy. He once held a political position in Lu for a short period of time; yet, he
was unable to put his political statements into practice. Then he left for traveling around
different countries on the attempts of searching for other political opportunities. Nevertheless,
he could not achieve this goal. As a result, he concentrated on book writing and teaching after
he returned to Lu.

The premises of Confucius teaching focus on the practice of political philosophy. The
learning objectives of his disciples are to become officials in the future. In accordance, the
political philosophy of Confucius manifested from the political achievement of his disciples.
This paper discusses the political experiences and apprenticeship as the manifestations of his
political philosophy through text analysis of The Analects and Record of the Grand History.

Key word : Confucius Apprenticeship, Confucius Political Experiences, Confucius

“ Professor,Chihlee University of Technology
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JEEEFRAVIH « It g EE R0
A Study on Reflect of Living Justice: An Example for Social Housing

Chang, Chao-Chin®”

Abstract

Social housing issues had been continuely discussed and more valued and demand for recent
years in Taiwan, which provides young people, disadvantaged groups and the needs of those
who have lived a chance of expectance. But what is "social housing"? Why the experience of
advanced countries? How to Taiwan's development context? Whether it could effectively
solve the housing problem of vulnerable persons? How to operative and management? How
to implement the spirit of living justice? These are all questions that need to be explored about
social housing.

In this article, from the perspective of social housing that viewed the promotion of living
justice. This research takes literature explore study, in order to experience the major advanced
countries pushing, which had been within promoting housing policy to safeguard the interests
of peoples to live, and to probe the future of Taiwan ant, Whether it could achieve the
protection of residency, through the construction of social housing and business model,
Maybe to alleviate the pain of ant in Taiwan, so that could see the good future.

Keywords : Housing rights, Social housing, Public housing, Living justice, Ant.

“ Adjunct Assistant Professor, Center for General Education , National Taipei University.
Doctoral Student, Department of International and Comparative Education, National Chi Nan University.
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BeE (FfEE ) ZARhaIrasEE sk
Lu You’s “ The History of South Tang” Has Learned All Kinds of Writings
in The Song Dynast

JIAN,YAN-LING"

Abstract

This paper examines Lu You’s “ The History of South Tang” to learn all kinds of writings in
the Song dynasty. Mr. Lu’s “The History of South Tang” is distinguished by the following
features: 1. To study the writings of the descendants of the Southern Tang: He has learned to
Xu Xuan and Tang Yue’s “Records of Jiang-Nan”, Anonymous “Diao-Ji-Li-Tan” 1 volume,
Chen Peng-Nang’s “Jiang-Nan another records” 1 volume, and Zheng Wen-Po’s “Jiang-Biao
records” 3 volumes, “Southern Tang recent historical events” 2 volumes. Such as these books
are first-hand testimony, so they were very important for Mr. Lu when he is writing the
historical book.

2. To study from the historical books and the literary notes in the Song dynasty: Mr. Lu has
learned to Sima Guang‘s “General Mirror for the Aid of Government” , Li Tao‘s “The Sequels
of General Mirror for the Aid of Government”, Long Gun’s “Jiang-Nan Unofficial History”
10 volumes, Lu Zhen’s “Nine countries history” 12 volumes, Anonymous “The story of the
five countries” 2 volumes, Tao Yue’s “History of the Five Dynasties Song Dynasty fill” 2
volumes, and Ma Ling’s “ The History of South Tang” 30 volumes. Besides, Mr. Lu has
learned to some notes were drawn from scholars, such as Wen Ying’s “Yu-Hu Casual
conversation”, Hung Mai’s “Rong-Zhai Essays”, so on.

In conclusion, no matter the Southern Tang reference books or the historical books and the
literary notes in the Song dynasty are above all provide Mr. Lu a lot of historical essays. Thus,
his “The History of South Tang” has learned all kinds of writings in the Song Dynasty.

Key Words : Lu You “The History of South Tang” ,Xu Xuan “Chen Peng-Nang*,Zheng
Wen-Po “Sima Guang“,Long Gun*“Ma Ling*

“ Adjunct AssistantProfessor,Chihlee University of Technology
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On the Wisdom of Solitude: Examples from Tang Poetry

Hsiao-Wen Wang ™~
Abstract

Solitude is an objective state. That is, when one chooses to be alone, he/she intentionally
avoids interferences from the outside world, putting himself/herself in a state where there is
not any communication of information or affection. As a result, he/she can go through the
process of thinking. At that time, his/her ties to the society can be neglected so that he/she can
experience the carefree joys of his/her mind. However, the importance of interpersonal
relationship is highlighted in a modern society, denying the internal needs of solitude.
Therefore, we seldom notice our own relationship with ourselves, losing the opportunities to
experience solitude.

In this paper, in terms of the definitions and functions of solitude in modern psychology, the
minds of poets in the Tang dynasty at their solitary moments can be disclosed and their poems
can be re-interpreted. Their experiences and reflections of solitude can shed light on our own
experiences and reflections of it.

Keywords: Solitude, Tang poetry, Freedom, Nature, Self reflection
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